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guage and liturgy supreme throughout the Peninsula
was removed. In the early days of Turkish rule
books in the vernacular were still printed at Sofia.
But the Phanariotes made short work of them. By
their orders the old library of the patriarchs of
Trnovo was committed to the flames. Ancient Bul-
garian manuscripts, which had survived the ravages
of war, were wantonly destroyed. No wonder that
records of the Turkish period arc scarce, for the
Greek clergy ended what the Turks began. .The
Cyrillic character itself was forgotten, the language
of the people proscribed. The Bulgarians learnt off
their prayers in a tongue which they could not under-
stand. Greek schools, the Greek alphabet, and Greek
books were the dominant features of the Bulgarian's
intellectual life at the dawn of the present century.
A man considered it a disgrace to be called a Bul-
garian. " No,15 he would reply, " I am a Greek."
The spiritual tyranny of the Phanariotes was even
worse than the political tyranny of the Turks. For
the Turks were not bigots, the Phanariotes were.

Slowly a national movement against both these
forms of oppression began. For long years the Bul-
garians lay helpless and hopeless beneath the power
of their twin masters. At the very outset, it is true,
there were faint attempts to drive out the Turks. Thus
the sons of the last two Czars of Vidin and Trnovo,
Sracimir and Sisman, raised the standard of revolt
in 1405, and the Hungarians, who had in the old days
laid claim to the Bulgarian crown, twice endeavoured
to conquer the country. But these efforts were futile,
and the decisive defeat of the heroic John Hunyad